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Monthly Newsletter of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd—Reno, Nevada 

Shepherd’s Voice 



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May your 
worship today inspire and empower 
you for Christian discipleship this 
week.  We ask that you provide your 
name, address and phone number in 
the blue Friendship Register at the 
end of the rows.  We promise not to 
pester you. 
 
Child care is available in the nurse-
ry from 8:45am–12:30pm; however 
we welcome and encourage our little 
people to join us for worship!  Please 
reserve the rear seats for parents 
with small children and for latecom-
ers. Activity bags for kids are also 
available in the hallway. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the Sound 
Booth. 
 
Whether you are here for the first 
time today, or have been here for 
ages, we want to help you navigate 
the information maze here at our 
church.   
 

 
Information Tables in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regular 
inspiration, updates, and connection 
throughout the week!   

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 
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Cover Story 
Fall collage made by Kids’ Community Pre-K through 6th 
grades. 
 

Features 

 

The Grace of It All by Pr. J. Erik Allen 

 

New Member Orientation! 

 

Kids’ Community Joke of the Week 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 

 

Grief Support Group at Good Shepherd 

 

Many Thanks! 

 

ELCA Introduces Iniative to Address Voting Rights  

 

7 Things Church Members Should Say to Guests 

 
 

 
 

Departments 

 

Looking Ahead in Worship and Governing Board Update 
 

Faith Formation 

 

Capital Campaign Update 

 

Fellowship and Upcoming Events 

 

Member Care 

Willkommen - Fest 
 

Willkommen Pastors Erik and Amy  
in Style! 

 
The A-Men invite all Good Shepherd members, regular 
attendees, friends and families to this year's very spe-
cial edition of Oktoberfest -- re-dubbed "Willkommen-
Fest" to celebrate the arrival of Pastors Erik and Amy 
Allen and their children Becca, Joanna and William. 
 
Mark Sunday, Oct. 23 from 5 to 8 pm on your calen-
dars and plan to enjoy a potluck (sign up in the Wel-
coming Space to bring your favorite dish), with brats, 
beer and wine provided by the A-Men. 
 
We'll have music, games and a very special welcome 
program for the Allens, including some surprises. The  
A-Men will also take a few moments to extend some 
welcoming spirit to all Good Shepherd guys.  
 
Please join us in the sanctuary and Shepherd hall for 
this festive occasion, and if you'd like to volunteer to 
help out, contact Steve Secora at (775) 200-8641. 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
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 A message from Co-Lead Pastor J. Erik Allen 

 
 
The Grace of it All 

 
Recently I was re-reading a book by the long time pastor of Grace Lu-

theran Church in River Forrest, IL, F. Dean Lueking.  The book is enti-

tled, The Grace of it All: Reflections on the Art of Ministry.  In it Pr. Lu-

eking shares many anecdotes from his 44 years of ministry there, and 

while these anecdotes are frequently humorous, encouraging and in-

sightful, I find his opening pages most inspiring. In these pages, Pr. Lu-

eking speaks to our Lutheran understanding of vocation which is rooted 

in our baptismal theology.   Pr. Lueking writes: 

 

Vocation, based in baptism, is lived out in the major spheres of life (family, marriage, 

parenthood, the single life, and the work one does), and becomes a specific calling lived 

out according to the particular gifts that God provides.  These specific callings give pur-

pose, meaning, and fulfillment to these fundamental areas of life that are constantly threat-

ened by the idolatries of greed, consumerism, and individualism that course through our 

popular cultures.
1
 

 

He goes on to highlight the fact that Christian vocation gives our work meaning.  It reminds us that 

we are partners with God our Creator in the ongoing work of creation in the world.  Moreover, this 

sense of meaning in life that we experience in our Christian vocation is always relevant to our life as 

disciples especially since it is most clearly formed in the community of faith.   

 

In light of this, it got me thinking of the ways in which I have personally experienced God’s grace 

lived out in Christian vocation during these first few weeks of transition.  I have heard from members 

about their passions and what excites them.  I have experienced the giftedness of volunteers who 

share their time and specific gifts here at Good Shepherd.  I have felt welcomed into this community 

of faith and the future God is inviting us to share!   

 

In all these moments and so many more, we respond because of Christ’s grace to us.  In the coming 

months, both Pr. Amy and I look forward to continuing to experience these important vocational acts 

in each of your lives and invite you, as you are moved, to share with us the multitude of ways in 

which Christ has graced and continues to grace you as we live out our Christian vocations together.  

Indeed, our talents are wonderfully varied.  And when shared within and without the community, the 

broader community and even our world, others are able to see the love of God and celebrate with us 

the grace of it all! 

 
Grace and Peace,  

Pr. Erik  

_______________________________ 

1
Leuking, F. Dean.  The Grace of it All, The Alban Institute, 2006. p. 7-8 
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By Nicole Guyette 
Governing Board Member 

By Deanna Gaunt 
Director of Worship 

Holy Communion is celebrated at all worship services unless noted 
 
Worship is at 7:30am / 9am (Contemporary with band) / 11am (Traditional with adult choir) 
 
Oct. 2    20th Sunday of Pentecost    Healing Stations Today    
 Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples to continue this work of 

healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing with oil. On the first Sunday of each month, all who desire 
are invited to receive a prayer for healing from a Healing Minister after receiving Holy Communion.  All conversation is 
kept strictly confidential.  

 
Oct. 9    21th Sunday of Pentecost       
Oct. 16  22th Sunday of Pentecost     
Oct. 23  23th Sunday of Pentecost     
 
Oct. 30  Reformation Sunday -  Wear RED to worship!  Bible Presentation to 3rd Graders 
              Reformation Sunday is the day that we remember Martin Luther’s bold move to reform the Catholic church.  The li-

turgical color of the day is red, which represents the Holy Spirit and the martyrs of the Christian Church.  We will sing 
Luther's hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.”  The fact that Reformation Day coincides with Halloween may not be 
mere coincidence. Halloween, being the Eve of All Saints’ Day might have been an entirely appropriate day for Luther 
to post his 95 Theses against indulgences since the Schlosskirche (Castle Church) would be open on All Saints’ Day 
specifically for people to view a large collection of relics. The viewing of these relics was said to promise a reduction in 
time in purgatory similar to that of the purchase of an indulgence.  We have come a long way from this! This year is 
the 499th anniversary of Luther's actions. Next year is the 500th anniversary and planning is in the works for some 
grand celebrations at Good Shepherd and within the ELCA!  Stay tuned! 

 
Oct. 30  2pm  Installation Worship Service for Pr. Erik and Pr. Amy Allen  
 This is a special day in the life of Good Shepherd.  We get to install our new pastors with the help of our Conference 

Dean Pr. Charlaine Lines.  It has been 9 years since we have had the opportunity to do this!  In 2007 we installed Pr. 
Rebecca Schlatter-Liberty and now we install, for the first time, husband-wife Co-Lead Pastors Amy Allen and Erik 
Allen.  A reception follows worship.  Please come and support this important step in our church's journey. 

"There are two seasons: Autumn and Waiting for Autumn."  I read this quote earlier this month, and while 
I don't know who said it, it really resonated with me.  Autumn.  Crisp, cool air, crunchy leaves, sweaters, 
warm fires, pumpkins. . . and those three magic words: Pumpkin Spice Lattes.  I love autumn, and find 
myself longing during various times of the year for all that it brings.   
 
This quote also got me thinking about our Good Shepherd family, and the waiting we have been doing for 
so many months.  Waiting for our called pastor to arrive.  We were blessed with two called pastors, who 
are here;  the waiting is over!  We accomplished a lot together during our time of waiting.  And the end of 
this period of waiting made me think about what happens after something is accomplished.  Sometimes, I 
find myself putting so much energy into the waiting, that I forget to focus on what comes next.   
 
So what is next for us?  We have been blessed for a time with three pastors, Amy, Erik, and Scott, to help 
us vision, dream, and plan.  We are gearing up for our next Capital Campaign, and you will be hearing much more about that 
in the near future.  We are also excited about our next Stewardship Campaign.  We have established a Stewardship Commit-
tee, and would love to have you join us, if you find yourself called to help in this way.  We are eager to hear about your gifts 
and talents, and ways that you can participate in the visioning, the planning, and the doing of God's work with our hands.  If 
you'd like to assist with the Stewardship Committee, please contact Ron Lembke or Nicole Guyette. 
 
Happy Autumn Good Shepherd!    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halloween
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Kids’ Community and Youth Groups! 

 By Shaun O’Reilly 
Director of Faith Formation 

Check it out! 

 

Kids’ Community and the Middle Schoolers have 
joined the Capital Campaign!  Offerings taken each 
Sunday in class will be given to the Heritage and Hope 
Campaign to support the church we love. 
 
Each Kids’ Community classroom has set three cam-
paign goals.  From allowances, extra jobs at home, 
and youthful creativity, we plan to reach those goals.  
We will have achieved our main goal when we reach 
CELEBRATE! during the 2016-17 church year.  The 
“little Lutherans” challenge the “big Lutherans” to meet 
their Celebration Goal pledges as well. 
 
Progress toward Kids’ Community goals will be on dis-
play in the Welcoming Area on our “Go, Go, Goals” 
chart.  We’ve also added “Happy Birthday” to our cam-
paign title because we love birthday parties!  We plan 
on celebrating Martin Luther’s 500th and our church’s 
70th.  Our gifts will be our service, love and offerings. 

 

Oktoberfest Party!  
All kids and youth are also invited to this church-wide party. 
See details on page 2. We will have games and art stations set up 
in Luther Hall. Come, and wear a costume too! 
 

Kids Community: 
Today, Oct. 2nd, is our Learning the Language bible retreat with 
3rd graders at 11am. New bibles will be presented to 3rd graders 
on Sunday, October 25th.  
 
Save the date for our next PJ party (and Parent’s Night Out). 
November 18th. 
For 3 year olds (potty trained) — Elementary Age. 
We’ll be making Thanksgiving cards for friends at the Continuum 
Rehab center, and for kids at Renown and St. Mary’s. We’ll eat 
pizza, play games, do crafts, make music, maybe watch a “Charlie 
Brown Thanksgiving,” have dessert ... endless fun!  It’s Friday, 
Nov 18th at the church, 5pm-9pm.  Wear PJ’s and come ready to 
party. Leave early for bed if you need to.  
 
Advent Play - prep and fun: We are beginning, even in October, to 
learn songs and stories for our Advent play (Dec. 11th) this winter. 
So, join us each week in Kids’ Community and you’ll be caught up!  
 

YOUTH: 
Dinner together, Sunday Oct. 9th.  Middle schoolers invited from 
4pm-6pm; High schoolers from 5:00pm-7pm!   Meet us in Shep-
herd Hall for youth group dinner, bible study, songs, prayer, and 
fun! 
 
Upcoming Sundays: 
We meet Sunday mornings (middle school youth group/
confirmation in Luther Hall, high school in ministry center high 
school room; 9:55-10:55am).  Our Sunday night meetings this 
month are on Oct. 9th (Youth Dinner) and Oct. 23th (Oktoberfest).  
Then, there’s another dinner meeting on Sunday night, Nov. 1st. 
 
Middle School Fall Retreat:  Nov. 12-13th, 3pm-11am 

Invitation to Adult Bible Classes 

 

Tuesdays | Noon  
Join this Bible class led by the upcoming Sunday’s 
preaching pastor at noon on Tuesdays in the Ministry 
Center.  Feel free to bring your lunch.  The coffee’s on 
us.   
 

Thursdays | 3pm  
Here is another opportunity to study God’s Word with this self-led group.  
Join us on Thursdays at 3pm in the Ministry Center.  All are welcome!   

For more information about Faith Formation, contact Shaun O’Reilly at 
shaun@goodshepherdreno.org. 

Adult Faith Formation  

10am class: 
We are “off” on Sunday, Oct 2nd. 
We’re back on the 9th, and every 
other Sunday in October, walking 
together through the Nooma videos 
made by Rob Bell. Grab some cof-
fee and snack and meet us down in 
Luther Hall, 10am Sundays.  

mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
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by Larry Beermann 

This month the Heritage & Hope campaign gets into full swing with personal calls to many of the members of Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd.  When you receive this call we encourage you to welcome a member of the Advanced Commitment 
team into your home and to prayerfully consider renewing or increasing your pledge to the campaign. 
 
The results of the Advanced Commitment effort will set the pace for our giving for the next three years.  Your pledge, in addi-
tion to meeting our monthly mortgage payments, will be used for capital improvements and reducing the loan balance.   
 
Sunday, November 13 from 4pm to 6pm, we will celebrate your generous giving over the past years with an event that will in-
clude fellowship, refreshments, entertainment and testimonials from fellow members.  Mark your calendar to save that after-
noon.  As you may have already noticed, we decided to maximize your donations by not hiring a professional fund raiser and 
by not holding a banquet in a hotel this year.  The money we save will be used to help meet our loan obligations. 
 
Sunday, November 20 is Stewardship Sunday.  At each worship service you will be asked to complete your pledge to the Herit-
age & Hope three-year campaign, and to complete a separate pledge to the Operating Budget for 2017.  In addition to meeting 
our loan commitments we must also meet our operating costs for the coming year. 

 
During this past year of “waiting,” we decided to put New Member Orientation on hold until 
we had a pastor in place.  With the arrival of Pastors Amy and Erik, we are now eager to 
offer Orientation and welcome new members to Good Shepherd as soon as possible.  We know many of you have been wait-
ing for a while! 
 
For those who have been around Good Shepherd for a while, this Orientation with our new pastors may look a little different 
than previous Orientations.  Recognizing that baptism is the only requirement for membership in Christ’s Church, and that 
membership (like confirmation) is but one of many steps on our lifelong journey of discipleship, there will be no required clas-
ses prior to welcoming our new members. 
 
Instead, we will be welcoming new members first and then offering a series of classes and opportunities for new and old 
members alike to learn and connect with each other and the church. We will hold one Orientation session specifically for new 
members on the same Sunday that they are received in order to celebrate their commitment to Good Shepherd and begin 
this process of connection with ministry team leaders. 
 
If you are interested in joining Good Shepherd as a member, please do the following: 

1. Sign up in the Welcoming Space or contact kristin@goodshepherdreno.org to express interest in joining the church as 
a member. 

2. Pick up a New Member packet of paperwork from the Welcoming Space table or church office. 
3. Complete the membership forms and return them by Monday, October 31. 
4. On Sunday, November 6, plan to attend your regular worship service where we will officially welcome you and an Ori-

entation session that same day from 12:30-3:30 pm in Shepherd Hall where we will provide lunch and leaders from 
the congregation will share a brief history of Good Shepherd.  

 
At the November 6 orientation you will also have the opportunity to sign up for additional interest sessions and schedule a 
one-on-one meeting with a pastor. Representatives will also be available to introduce you to the Journey with Christ program 
and additional ways for you to continue your journey of discipleship at Good Shepherd. 
 
For questions regarding Orientation, please contact Kristin Lessard at kristin@goodshepherdreno.org or 775-329-0696, ext. 
104. 

mailto:kristin@goodshepherdreno.org
mailto:kristin@goodshepherdreno.org
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Hosted by Our A-Men! 
Sunday October 23th  5:00-8:00pm 

Suggested Donation:  $5/person or $20/family 
   

Sausages (and mustard!) and  
Beverages (and beer!) provided 

  
Everything else is Potluck 

Sign up to bring a salad, side or dessert 
Sign up to attend! 

  
Family Fun!  Dancing!  Bring your friends!   

  
Come be a part of our  

Biggest Party of the Year! 
 

More details on page 2 

Hearts & Hands Quilters 
Mon., October 3 & 17, 9am-1pm in Shepherd Hall 
As the group gets ready to celebrate 20 years of quilt making, 
they welcome and encourage new members to come spend a 
morning cutting fabric, tying knots and enjoying the fellowship 
of this fun group - no quilting experience required!   
 

Hikers Group 
Saturday, October 8 at Marlette Lake 

Last hike of the Season!  Let’s hope we hit it at 
the right time so we can see the fall colors com-
ing in.  Spectacular!  Marlette Lake is a moderate 
uphill 5 mile hike (one way), along a trail lined 
with aspens, leading to the lake dam itself where 
we will stop for lunch.  There are two trails to 
take; one is for pedestrians/equestrians and the 
other for bikers.  Dogs are allowed but must be 
on a leash.  We will go through Carson City and 
up Spooner.  Park at the Spooner Lake Trailhead 
just northwest of the Highway 50/28 junction.  When you get to 
the Y, turn right and entrance to the park will be on the right.  
There is a parking fee.  We will meet at the Winco on South 
Virginia Street at 7:30 a.m.  Bring the usual: lunch, water, sun 
screen.   Any questions, call Su Kemp at 775-815-1518.   
 

Rebekah Circle  
Wednesday, October 12 at 1pm 

in the Ministry Center 
 

OWLS August Dinner 
Older Wiser Lutheran Singles 

Wed., Oct 19, 5pm at Bavarian World 
For more information, contact Linda Fearnley at 747-9867 or 
lfearnley209@gmail.com.  

 
Women’s Coffee Club 

Friday, October 21 at Lighthouse Coffee 
We are trying something new this month – a cof-
fee spot in Sparks!  For those who live in the 
area, we hope you’ll stop by the Coffee Club 
gathering this month!  We will be meeting at 
Lighthouse Coffee (325 Harbour Cove Dr. 
#101) on Friday, October 21 at 9:15 am.  There 
are four Lighthouse Coffee locations in Reno/
Sparks.  This is the one that looks out over 
Sparks Marina.  There is nice patio seating.  Let’s try sitting 
outside before the temperatures start dropping!   
 

Garden Work Day 
Saturday, October 22, 9:30-11am 

Please join us this month as we begin our Fall clean up by 
sweeping up debris, pulling weeds and trimming bushes.  
Please help us keep up our church landscaping! 

Kids’ Community  
Joke of the Week! 

 
Knock, knock! 
 Who’s there? 
Moses. 
 Moses who? 
He “Moses” grass once a week. 

mailto:lfearnley209@gmail.com
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by Kristin Lessard, Programs Coordinator 

This year, “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday fell on the 
15th Anniversary of 9/11.  Over several Sundays, we 
collected many stuffed animals for the firefighter’s “Care 
Bear” program and children’s books for the police offic-
ers “360 BluePrint” reading program.  We also baked 
LOTS of cookies!  On Sunday, September 11, several 
volunteers delivered the collected items, cookies and 
thanks to ALL 29 fire stations and 2 police stations in 
Reno and Sparks, even the far outlying stations.  The 
gifts were very well received and very appreciated!  
Thank you to everyone who helped to make it a suc-
cessful day of service and gratitude.  A special thanks to 
retired firefighter Lisa Mays for all her organizing help.  
Many have asked if we can make this an annual service 
project!  If you would like us to do this, please email   
kristin@goodshepherdreno.org to cast your vote! 

mailto:kristin@goodshepherdreno.org
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The annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s was held at the 
Sparks Marina on Saturday, September 24.  Good 
Shepherd had 22 participants ranging in age from 18 
months to 75+ years old!  It was a glorious fall day filled 
with walkers, smiles and colorful flowers to help support 
Alzheimer’s care and research.   A special thanks to 
Rita Akao and her “A Team” for encouraging Good 
Shepherd to participate and helping to educate and 
recruit walkers.  Alzheimer’s disease touches many 
lives and will affect even more as the population ages.  
As a church, we are planning to participate in the Alz-
heimer’s Walk every year and will be looking for other 
ways to support this important cause. 

Good Shepherd Trivia  
Why Are Our T-Shirts Purple? 

Some people have asked “Why are Good Shepherd’s t-shirts 
purple instead of yellow like other ELCA churches?”  The 
short answer is, we like the color purple better!  Purple is 
often associated with Jesus and royalty in the bible, plus it is 
a more flattering color for most people to wear!  “God’s Work, 
Our Hands” Sunday was originally intended as a one-time 
event commemorating the 25th Anniversary of the ELCA on 
September 8, 2013.  Rather than buying the bright yellow t-
shirt from the ELCA for this singular event, we chose to cre-
ate our own church t-shirt that we could wear on that day 
and others!  During the past three years, we have worn the 
purple t-shirts to MANY events and service projects where  
they often elicit smiles and questions about Good Shepherd.   
The purple t-shirts have been a great way to identify us as a 
group and have let others know about our church in the pro-
cess…a win-win…and now you know…! 

A Big Thank You 
to all the church members who walked at the Sparks 

Marina for the Walk to End Alzheimer’s! 
It was a huge success! 

The Akao Family:   
Rita, Amy, Gina and the A Team 
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We ask for your prayers for  

the following members: 

 Our 2016-17 College Students 

 Our members struggling with health issues: 

Kathi Hoy-Bianchi, Vera Claar, Carolyn Chimits, 
Alyssa O’Hair, Mary Ann Edick, Shirley Ericson 
and  Jessie Wallace 

 Our homebound members:  Nancy Boxill, Terry 

Journey, Marilyn McHugh, Gene Montrose, Mar-
garet Smith, and Betty Storm 

 Our members in hospice:  Lois Larsen 

 The family of Pauline Hobron, who died Septem-
ber 21 and the family of Albert Blasch, who died 
September 17 

Back-to-School Donations 
Thank you to everyone who donated so generously to our Back
-to-School children’s underwear and sock drive earlier this fall 
benefitting the Good Shepherd Clothes Closet.  We were able 
to collect 245 pairs of underwear and 229 pairs of socks for a 
total of 474 items!  Your generosity helped many low income 
children in our area return to school with some of their most 
basic clothing needs met.  Thank you for making a difference! 
 
Dear Friends of Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet, 
 
Thank you for your gift of socks and underwear for children.  
Your generosity will go a long way to support our outreach to 
low income children in the Reno-Sparks area. 
 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd has been a faithful 
friend of Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet for many years.  
There are many people in our community that have a better life 
because of your commitment to living the Gospel. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chris Rhodes, Executive Director 
Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grief Group Set to Begin  

at Good Shepherd 
Thursdays, Starting Oct. 11, 4-5:30pm 

 
Don’t cry; she wouldn’t want you to be sad.” “He’s in a 
better place.” “You’ll get over it.” What are some of the 
things you’ve heard after the death of a loved one? 
People try to be helpful, but may unfortunately be rein-
forcing some myths about grief or unhealthy ways of 
viewing common responses to grief.  
 
If you’ve experienced the death of 
a loved one within the last two 
years and would like to be a part of 
a group reflecting on their own 
grieving process, Pastor Scott Tre-
vithick and Pastoral Care Assistant 
Maribeth Doerr would like to invite 
you to be a part of the Grief Group 
they’ll lead at Good Shepherd. 
This may be an especially timely 
invitation as many who have expe-
rienced loss find the holidays to be 
particularly difficult. Using the book Understanding Your 
Grief: Ten Essential Touchstones for Finding Hope 
and Healing Your Heart as well as its accompanying 
journal, the group will meet at Good Shepherd for ten 
sessions from October 11 – December 13 on Tuesday 
afternoons in Shepherd Hall from 4–5:30pm.  Book au-
thor Alan Wolfelt envisions a journey through grief in 
which we can serve as a companion to others, accom-
panying each other, learning together, listening with the 
heart, and being present with one another rather than 
“fixing” things or imposing a particular timeline or ap-
proach. Together we’ll seek to create a safe place to 
support the path toward growth and healing for each 
participant. So that the group can develop the trust nec-
essary for this process, participants are asked to com-
mit to attending each session.  
 
Participants are asked to reserve a spot through Mari-
beth in the church office. Space is limited in order to 
allow all participants to fully take part. (Call 329-0696 or 
email maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.) Copies of the 
two books will be available for purchase and chapter 
one should be read before our first meeting on Oct. 11.   

mailto:maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org
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Thanks from our  
Scholarship Recipients 
 
"Thank you for the scholarship money you 
awarded me.  Gustavus will be matching this 
amount which makes this award even more 
meaningful.  Good Shepherd has been so 
supportive through all of my life and I am so 
glad you are supporting me as I move on to 
college.  I am so excited to be starting this 
next chapter of my life and cannot wait to see 
where it takes me!"   --Grace Tibben-Lembke 
 
"I want to thank you for the scholarship. I ap-
preciate your vote of confidence and approval 
for my course of study.  My Governor Guinn 
Millennium Scholarship is still intact as well.  
Having more than one revenue source intact 
makes for much less worry about my ultimate 
financial burden.  This helps my studies tre-
mendously.  I am now in the first semester of 
a two year course of study for Nursing, after 
which I will take my NCLEX test and become 
a certified Registered Nurse.  My exposure 
thus far involves basic health assessment, 
which is all about taking vitals/and making 
preliminary evaluations about patients.  Also I 
have been giving medicine to mannequins in 
a lab. It's a lot of hard, rewarding work.  I do 
love what I am learning and doing.  Thank 
you again." --David Laine 
 
"Thank you so much for your gift and continu-
ing your support of me and my dreams.  
Thanks so much!" --Jonathan Hickox-Young 
 
"I am writing to thank you for your generous 
scholarship.  It means so much to me that 
Good Shepherd is supporting me during my 
transition to college.  Good Shepherd means 
so much to me because I have met wonderful 
people and have had amazing experiences 
that have helped me grow in my faith.  I have 
been at Gonzaga for a few weeks now and I 
love it.  But I can't wait to come back because 
Good Shepherd will always be my home.  
Thank you!" --Shelby (Kolesar) Damron 
 
"Thank you so much for the scholarship. It 
means a lot to me and I can't wait to continue 
school in the fall. As it happens, I'm actually 
at school right now participating in research 
over the summer after I got back from my 
study abroad program in Ecuador. I hope 
everything at church is well and I'll come 
whenever I manage to come home!" --Cassie 
Phillips 

Dear Governing Board, Staff and Congregation:  

 

As your Call Team, we have felt the Holy Spirit throughout the process of 
finding our new pastors. Your support during our disappointments and joys 
has strengthened our faith and connection to this community of believers. 
We know your prayers kept us united in our purpose. Two of the team were 
even blessed to add new members to their families during the process!  
 
We feel God's work in the calling of Pastor Amy and Pastor Erik. We ask for 
your continued prayers for  them as our congregation moves to grow into 
our mission of inviting and welcoming all to the body of Christ at Good 
Shepherd. 
 
A special thank you for the gift cards and heartfelt appreciation. 
Adam, Vic, Diana, Kent, Linda and Judi  

Dear Good Shepherd Family, 
 
I will start with a quiet and simple thank you to all the 
many of you that reached out and touched my 
heart,   My wife Lynn passed away on July 29th and 
the outpouring of love and support has been incredible 
and humbling.  I will end with the hope and passion 
that each of you know and feel the unbelievable 
strength and power you have. 
 
The cards (there were so many), the flowers, the 
meals, the smiles and mostly the hugs (Lutheran burping) will never be for-
gotten.  I can never repay you for all the many things you did for my family 
and myself and continue to do to keep us in your arms and hearts.  This is 
not an easy time; in fact it should never get this hard in anyone's lifetime.  
 
Lynn's impact and force of nature were genuine, honest and strong.  I am 
confident and certain that she is watching over us, pushing us to do better. 
Good Shepherd lost one of her strongest warriors and servants.  It will be 
up to us to fill her role and to continue to try and make this a better place. 
 
I waited to write this letter, because I needed time to process what was hap-
pening and to gather myself and to stand firmly in a new place.  I continue 
to be strengthened by my faith and family at Good Shepherd.  Our God is 
truly an awesome God and my greatest source of comfort and love.  I con-
tinue to feel God's presence through each of you and again I cannot thank 
you enough.  My daughters and mother-in-law were also taken care of when 
we needed it most.  To know and feel God's love through others is indeed a 
precious gift and one I will cherish forever.   
 
I cannot imagine how I would be today without Good Shepherd, but I have 
tried.  Imagine a place where you cannot get a hug or at the very least a 
word of love or support.  It is not a place I care to share.  I love this church 
and will do my best to return the many blessings that I have re-
ceived.  Please be good to each other and accept my sincerest thank you 
for everything you did for my family and myself in providing comfort and so 
much love and strength. 
 
God's Peace and Abundant Joy,   Paul Brosy 
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2nd Mile Giving—Sun. Oct. 16 
Benefits Cal Lutheran University 

Every month on the third Sunday we take a 
special  offering called the “2nd Mile Offering” 
which is over and above the regular offerings 
received.  Each month we focus on a different 
ministry in our Synod. The October 16 offering 
will be distributed as follows:  

  1/3  to Cal Lutheran University 

  1/3  to serve poor people locally (Project 

  Lazarus)   

  1/3  to serve poor people worldwide  
 (ELCA Hunger  Appeal)   

Shared Harvest Assembly  

October 23, 1pm, at Our Savior Lutheran Church  

 

Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local Lutheran churches who 
bring food once a month to working-poor families.  They deliver up to 82 
bags of groceries each month.  Bag assembly is at 1pm, October 23, at 
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Sparks.  
 
Our shopping list for October 

 Peanut Butter (We need 41 jars.) 

 Powdered Milk Packets (We need 41 packets.) 

 Macaroni & Cheese (We need 82 packages.) 

 Chicken Noodle Soup (We need 41 cans.) 

 Disposal Razors (as many as possible)   
 

Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940 if you can assist. 

The following are excerpts from a press release issued 
by ELCA Headquarters in April, 2016. 
 
Affirming its commitment to ensure voting rights for all 
U.S. citizens, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca (ELCA) has introduced ELCAvotes, an initiative to 
help members advocate for fair elections and engage in 

local efforts to guarantee the right to vote.  
 
"ELCAvotes is about linking faith, civic engagement and theology in 
the public square," said Rozella White, program director, ELCA Young 
Adult Ministry. "It is our hope to invite more people, especially young adults, 
into fuller conversation as they live out lives of faith in society.” 
             
ELCAvotes was developed in response to "Voting Right to All Citizens," a 
social policy resolution adopted by the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 
The resolution states that "members, congregations, and synods of this 
church be encouraged to 'promote public life worthy of the name' by speak-
ing out as an advocate and engaging in local efforts such as voter registra-
tion and supporting legislation to guarantee the right to vote to all citizens." 
 
The ministries leading the initiative include ELCA Advocacy, ELCA Racial 
Justice Ministries and ELCA Young Adult Ministry. 
 
"In this election year filled with divisiveness and at times hateful rhetoric, it 
is easy to forget that our electoral process exists to ensure all voices are 
heard in the shaping of our representative democracy," said Tia Upchurch-
Freelove, program director, ELCA Advocacy communications and grass-
roots outreach. "Voting is one of the most important ways Americans can 
be involved in our democracy. As part of our ELCAvotes initiative, we 
will share resources and work together to find ways to ensure all citizens 
have the right to vote." 
 

by Sheila Freed

ELCAvotes provides faith-based resources 
to encourage faithful and non-partisan vot-
er participation and a context for all Luther-
ans to learn about issues such as econom-
ic and racial justice that influence voting 
rights. The resources also provide tools to 
help young adults understand what it 
means to be a young person of faith who is 
civically engaged and will help equip ethnic 
communities to talk about race and voting 
rights and the connection with the election 
year. 
 
The press release goes on to explain how 
court decisions and legislation in many juris-
dictions have eroded voting rights of many 
groups over the past few years.  The social 
policy statement was developed in response to 
this trend.   
 
"We have to be a church that not only thinks 
about engagement and has prolific documents 
on our theological views as they pertain to 
public life, but we also have to be a church 
that models active, living, daring faith in 
Jesus Christ," said [Rozella] White. "Our 
faith calls us to action, and this initiative is one 
way of being a church committed to doing 
God's work with our whole being." 
 
Twitter is where the action is: #ELCAvotes.  
Or Google ELCAvotes.  
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G-R-A-C-E 
 

God’s 
Riches 

at 
Christ’s 
Expense 

1. “Thank you for being here.”   
It’s just that basic.  I have heard from numerous church guests who re-
turned because they were simply told “thank you.” 
  
2.  “Let me help you with that.”   
If you see someone struggling with umbrellas, young children, diaper 
bags, purses, and other items, a gesture to hold something for them is a 
huge positive.  Of course, this comment is appropriate for member to 
member as well. 
  
3.  “Please take my seat.”   
I actually heard that comment twice in a church where I was speaking in the Nashville area.  The first comment came 
from a member to a young family of five who were trying to find a place to sit together. 
  
4.  “Here is my email address.  Please let me know if I can help in any way.”    
Of course, this comment must be used with discretion, but it can be a hugely positive message to a guest. 
  
5.  “Can I show you where you need to go?”   
Even in smaller churches, guests will not know where to find the nursery, restrooms, and small group meeting areas.  
You can usually tell when a guest does not know where he or she is to go. 
  
6.  “Let me introduce you to ____________.”   
The return rate of guests is always higher if they meet other people.  A church member may have the opportunity to in-
troduce the guest to the pastor, other church staff, and other members of the church. 
  
7. “Would you join us for lunch?”   
I saved this question for last for two reasons.  First, the situation must obviously be appropriate before you offer the invi-
tation.  Second, I have seen this approach have the highest guest return rate of any one factor.  What if your church 
members sought to invite different guests 6 to 12 times a year?  The burden would not be great, but the impact would 
be huge. 

by Thom S. Rainer 

Fall by Elizabeth Lenz 
 
Here no tourists come to see an Autumn blaze of 
glory.  Still, one lonely Aspen tree gives a lift to me. 
 
As aging takes its toll I no longer walk the mile with 
you, but I take pleasure in your smile. 
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Next VOICE Deadline 
Would you like to submit an article, essay, 
poem, picture, save the date, event, or story 
for the October Voice?  Send your items by 
the end of the day Thursday, October 20 to 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org.   

August 2016  Financial Report 
 

Thank you for your generosity, Good Shepherd!   We have 
collected more than half of what we would like to receive to 
offset our new pastor's moving expenses.  There have been 
MANY contributors and we are so grateful.   If you are able, 
can you please consider making a gift to the New Pastor Fund 
in these next few weeks?  You can give using a check or pew 
envelope or make your contribution online.  Thanks so much!    

~ The Governing Board and Finance Review Teams 
 
General  Operating Fund   
AUG. Income:   $  44,981.00 
AUG.  Expense:    $  42,692.08 
AUG.  Income/Expense $    2,288.92 
Year-to-date Income:        $323,922.34 
Year-to-date Expenses:  $306,716.09 
Income/Expense Year-to-Date: $+17,206.25 
DEC. 31, 2015 Gen. Checking Balance  $  33,391.73 
AUG. 31, 2016  Gen. Checking Balance  $  50,597.98 
 
Other Accounts:    
Project Lazarus   $    1,473.52 
Youth Fund $    1,310.79 
Columbarium Fund   $  16,786.48 
Memorial Fund $    4,764.59 
Building Funds (all)   $  34,595.74 

Mortgage balance   $ 767,490.11 

 

Questions or Concerns?  Contact:  
Deanna Gaunt, Director of Finance: deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary: financial@goodshepherdreno.org 
Lou Mendes, Governing Board Treasurer:  lounkaren@aol.com   

2016 Governing Board 
 

Ron Lembke, President 
       ronlembke@gmail.com 
 

Lou Mendes, Treasurer 
       lounkaren@aol.com 
 

Lori Bigham, Secretary 
       advantagedolls@sbcglobal.net 
 

Nicole Guyette, Member at Large 
       guyetten@gmail.com 
 

Denise Kolton, Member at Large 
       bdKolton@gmail.com 
 

Mel Cone, Member at Large 
       melcone@melcone.com  

Communicating Your Ministry 

 

 

If you are a Ministry Team leader, it’s important to keep 
the congregation aware of the activities of your team.  
Here are the means and deadlines that you need to know 
to “get the word out.” 
 
Sunday Bulletin:  What’s Happening 
Announcements need to be submitted by 9am Wednes-
day morning for Sunday publication. 
 
Church Newsletter:  Shepherd’s Voice 
Deadlines vary for the Voice so check with the office for 
deadlines.  The deadline for the November Voice is Octo-
ber 20 at noon. 
 
Friday Email Blast:   
Announcements for the Friday blast need to be submitted 
by Thursday. 
 
Send all items to Maribeth Doerr, Shepherd’s Voice editor 
at maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org or call 329-0696.   

Notary Public Service  
Available at Good 

Shepherd 
Office Coordinator Mari-
beth Doerr is now a Notary 
Public.  If you need docu-
ments notarized, call the 
office to schedule an ap-
pointment with Maribeth.  
She’ll be happy to notarize 
your documents free (with 
proper identification of 
course!).       
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Photos  

 

We are enjoying the ability to have 
color photos in our publications 
and to be able to take candid shots 
of our ministry in action.  If you do 
NOT want your photo included in 
any of these publications, please 
alert the photographer/staff and let 
them know.  Otherwise, you may 
see your face in print!     

 ~ Deanna Gaunt 

 

You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new 
to the faith. 

 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or 
do not believe. 

 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 

 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the 
church.   

 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability 
and challenge, sexual orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that 

we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender persons to participate in the 
life of the congregation. 

 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers.  This is a place 
where you are welcome to celebrate  
and grieve, to rejoice and recover.   

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 

This is a place where lives are made new. 

 

Come and see! 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 

Where to Park 

 
 

On Sundays and Weekdays after 5pm: 

 Good Shepherd Parking Lot (behind church) 
 including 2 handicap spots & 4 Senior spots 

 527 California (Geoffrey Giles, Attorney) 

 490 California (Wells Fargo Bank lot) 

 505 S. Arlington (West of Professional Building) 

 299 S. Arlington (Washoe Legal Services) 

 Parking lot between 522 & 530 California 
 

On-the-street parking any day: 

 California Ave., Arlington Ave., Nixon St. 

 Ridge St. EAST of Clay St. 
 

City of Reno requires that we NEVER park on: 

 Lee or Ridge St. WEST of Clay St. 

Church Office Hours  
The church office (Ministry Center) 
is located next to the church at 357 
Clay Street.  Office hours are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9am to 5pm 
and Friday, 9am to 4pm.   

775-329-0696 
Fax:  775-329-0703 

Email:  
staff@goodshepherdreno.org 

GoodShepherdReno.org 

 

PASTORS 
 

 

Pr. J. Erik Allen 
Co-Lead Pastor 

PrErik@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen 

Co-Lead Pastor 
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Pr. Scott Trevithick 

Pastor 
PrScott@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

Maribeth Doerr 
Pastoral Care Assistant 

maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 

 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

 
 

Shaun O’Reilly 
Director 

shaun@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Rhea Agpaoa 

Student Ministry Coordinator 

 
 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Andrea Lenz 

Organist 
 

Jennie Tibben 
Choir Director 

 
 
 

PROGRAMS 
 
 

Kristin Lessard 
Coordinator 

kristin@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller 

Events Coordinator 

 

 
 

OFFICE 
 

Deanna Gaunt 
Director 

deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Maribeth Doerr 

Coordinator 
maribeth@goodshepherdreno.org 

 
Marijo Rosevear 

Financial Secretary 
financial@goodshepherdreno.org 
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The Hikers in McCall, Idaho 




